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Omeros Farrar, Straus and Giroux
A collection spanning the range of the
writer's career includes his first published
poem, his celebrated verses on violence in
Africa, his mature work from "The Star-
Apple Kingdom," and his late masterpieces
from "White Egrets."
In a Green Night Cambridge University
Press
Do not diminish in my memory villages of
absolutely no importance, ... Hoard,
cherish your negligible existence, your
unrecorded history of unambitious syntax,
your clean pools of unpolluted light over
close stones. The Prodigal is a journey

through physical and mental landscapes,
from Greenwich Village to the Alps,
Pescara to Milan, Germany to Cartagena.
But always in "the music of memory,
water," abides St. Lucia, the author's
birthplace, and the living sea. In his new
work, Derek Walcott has created a
sweeping yet intimate epic of an
exhausted Europe studded with church
spires and mountains, train stations and
statuary, where the New World is an idea,
a "wavering map," and where History
subsumes the natural history of his
"unimportantly beautiful" island home.
Here, the wanderer fears that he has been
tainted by his exile, that his life has
become untranslatable, and that his craft
itself is rooted in betrayal of the vivid
archipelago to which, like Antaeus, he
must return for the very sustenance of life.

Derek Walcott Cambridge Scholars
Publishing
Awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1992, Derek Walcott is the most important
West Indian poet writing in English today,
and his success has inspired many
aspiring Caribbean writers. He began his
career divided between his driving
commitment to the revolutionary cause of
his native Caribbean and his strong ties to
a Western literary tradition. In his works
he has studied the conflict between the
heritage of European and West Indian
culture. Abandoning Dead Metaphors is a
critical appreciation of the works produced
in Walcott's Caribbean phase (1946-1981).
The poetry of this phase contains most of
the seminal ideas and values that underlie
his total achievement. This study closely
examines Walcott's definitive use of
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metaphor, through which he conducts a
deeply philosophical discourse focusing on
the juxtaposition of his concern with a
regional history of negation and his
immersion in the Western literary and
cultural tradition of the colonizer. Studying
the works of this period also allows for a
full exposure of Walcott's engagement
with the landscape, culture and society of
the region. Ismond's work is essential
reading for students of Caribbean
literature and scholars of Ne
Sea Grapes Farrar, Straus and Giroux
This retrospective collection includes most
of the poems from each of the poet's
previous books, as selected by the poet,
and the complete text of "Another Life," a
long narrative poem
The Prodigal Son Macmillan
"A long-overdue critical assessment of
Walcott's varied and extensive oeuvre. Its
insightful readings and detailed historical
and cultural context make it a must-read
for students of contemporary Caribbean
literature and culture."-- Lizabeth
Paravisini-Gebert, Vassar CollegePaula
Burnett offers a new interpretation of the
life's work of acclaimed St. Lucian poet,
playwright, and Nobel Prize winner Derek

Walcott. Often regarded as the radical
voice of the Third World, his drama and
poetry together form a coherent project
designed to create a legacy for modern
Caribbean society. Illuminating his
ideology and the technique that informs
his writing, Burnett discusses his unique
approach to myth, identity, and
aesthetics.In addition to his poetry, the
book draws extensively on Walcott's
essays, plays, broadcasts, private
interviews, and public appearances, some
previously unpublished or unrecorded.
What emerges is the picture of an epic
poet with remarkable gifts working to
impart the distinctive wisdom of Caribbean
culture--a politically aware writer
celebrating his people, place, and
language. Burnett also reveals an artist
with a message to the world: that a
positive sense of identity can be built out
of negative circumstances like injustice
and exploitation, if only creativity is
mobilized.The book serves as a critical
study for more experienced scholars and
as a solid introductory text for students of
Walcott's work. Its readable and well-
organized style also makes it appealing to
anyone with a general interest in poetry.

The Bounty Macmillan
Nobel Laureate Derek Walcott is one of the
Caribbean's most famous writers. His
unique voice in poetry, drama and
criticism is shaped by his position at the
crossroads between Caribbean, British and
American culture and by his interest in
hybrid identities and diaspora. Edward
Baugh's Derek Walcott analyses and
evaluates Walcott's entire career over the
last fifty years. Baugh guides the reader
through the continuities and differences of
theme and style in Walcott's poems and
plays. Walcott is an avowedly Caribbean
writer, acutely conscious of his culture and
colonial heritage, but he has also made a
lasting contribution to the way we read
and value the western literary tradition.
This comprehensive 2006 survey
considers each of Walcott's published
books, offering a guide for students,
scholars and readers of Walcott. Students
of Caribbean and postcolonial studies will
find this a perfect introduction to this
important writer.
The Prodigal Farrar, Straus and Giroux
As his title suggests, Derek Walcott's new
poems--while making beautiful use of
Caribbean imagery--are concerned with
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themes of isolation and the achievement
of identity through loneliness. When it was
published in England in 1969, The Gulf
was awarded the Cholmondeley prize for
poetry. As the London Times wrote, "His
new collection is as noble and stern and
grand as Milton...Walcott writes with a
tropical glory of images; handles his huge
pyrotechnic vocabulary with iron-discipline
, verve and nerve...His glittering
intelligence and luxurious command of
sensation fuse in a mastery of images
which burst in the brain like balls of
phosphorescent fire." The subject of the
title poem is the alienation and isolation of
an America where filling-station signs
proclaim the Gulf, an air, heavy with gas
sickens the state, from Newark to New
Orleans. The central figure in the
Caribbean poems is a Robinson Crusoe-
like castaway, who "learns again the self-
creating peace of islands."
Critical Perspectives on Derek Walcott
GRIN Verlag
Derek Walcott's eighth collection of
poems, The Arkansas Testament, is
divided into two parts--"Here," verse
evoking the poet's native Caribbean, and
"Elsewhere." It opens with six poems in

quatrains whose memorable, compact
lines further Walcott's continuous effort to
crystallize images of the Caribbean
landscape and people. For several years,
Derek Walcott has lived mainly in the
United States. "The Arkansas Testament,"
one of the book's long poems, is a
powerful confrontation of changing
allegiances. The poem's crisis is the taking
on of an extra history, one that challenges
unquestioning devotion.
Abandoning Dead Metaphors Gale,
Cengage Learning
The Bounty was the first book of poems
Walcott published after winning the 1992
Nobel Prize in Literature. Opening with the
title poem, a memorable elegy to the
poet's mother, the book features a
haunting series of poems that evoke
Walcott's native ground, the island of St.
Lucia. "For almost forty years his
throbbing and relentless lines kept arriving
in the English language like tidal waves,"
Walcott's great contemporary Joseph
Brodsky once observed. "He gives us more
than himself or 'a world'; he gives us a
sense of infinity embodied in the
language."
Derek Walcott Farrar, Straus and Giroux

The poems in this sequence of fifty-four
were written to encompass one year, from
summer to summer. Their principal
themes are the stasis, both stultifying and
provocative, of midsummer in the tropics;
the pull of the sea, family, and friendship
on one whose cricumstances lead to
separation; the relationship of poetry to
painting; and the place of a poet between
two cultures. Walcott records, with his
distinctive linguistic blend of soaring
imagery and plainly stated facts, the
experience of a mid-lief period--in reality
and in memory or the imagination. As
Louis Simpson wrote on the publication of
Wacott's The Fortunate Traveller, "Walcott
is a spellbinder. Of how many poets can it
be said that their poems are compelling--
not a mere stringing together of images
and ideas but language that delights in
itself, rhythms that seem spontaneous,
scenes that are vividly there?...The poet
who can write like this is a master."
Derek Walcott's Poetry Farrar, Straus
and Giroux
In his longest and most ambitious poem,
Derek Walcott reaches beyond an
evocative portrayl of his native West
Indies to create a moving elegy on himself
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and on man. The fascinating and complex
matrix of the author's life is illuminated
with our candor, verve, and strength. Over
four thousand lines of verse are grouped
into four parts. He evokes scenes of his
divided childhood, in which children live in
shacks while fine khaki-clothed
Englishmen drink tea. He depicts the
influence of three intimate friends,
including his first love, Anna, on his
emergence as a man and artist. He
chronicles the mixed remorse and
resolution of maturity. He recalls of his
youth: "We were blessed with a virginal,
unpainted world / with Adam's task of
giving things their names..." Yet in
retrospect he acknowledges the irony of
his artistic reliance on metaphor to
transform reality--his search for "another
life" When the author's most recent
collection of poetry, The Gulf, was
published, Selden Rodman wrote in The
New York Times Book Review: "Now, with
the publication of his fourth book of verse,
Walcott's stature in the front rank of all
contemporary poets using English should
be apparent." Chad Walsh in Book World
said: "I am convinced one of the half-
dozen most imporant poets now writing in

English. He may prove to be the best."
Another Life helps to fulfill this prophecy.
University of West Indies Press
This book investigates the potential
purpose of recurrent communication
images in the poetry of Derek Walcott. The
recipient of the Nobel Prize for literature in
1992, Walcott is one of the most important
postcolonial poets of the 20th century. His
poetry delves into the dynamics of
Caribbean marginalization and seeks to
safeguard the paradigms characteristic of
his island home. Several major studies
have examined themes in his poetry but
the images of communication in his
poetics have not been explored. This book
examines Walcott's poetry expressions
that the poet brings into play in order to
demonstrate the relevance of the
Caribbean in the contemporary world--
firstly through a study of communication
imagery, and secondly through an
examination of the conclusions he reaches
through these means. The quantitative
chart demonstrates that Walcott is
especially reliant upon images of
communication from the 1980s. Extensive
textual analysis indicates that the place
and contextual meaning of communication

imagery, for example, page mirrors the
historical plight of the Caribbean region;
likewise, line expresses an identity deficit.
Finally, this book validates that Walcott's
extensive use of communication imagery
in his poetry contributes to a fluid notion
of self that embraces multiculturalism
while maintaining the imaginary intact.
Communication Images in Derek
Walcott's Poetry Faber & Faber
On a Caribbean island, the morning after a
full moon, Felix Hobain tears through the
market in a drunken rage. Taken away to
sober up in jail, all that night he is gripped
by hallucinations: the impoverished hermit
believes he has become a healer, walking
from village to village, tending to the sick,
waiting for a sign from God. In this dream,
his one companion, Moustique, wants to
exploit his power. Moustique decides to
impersonate a prophet himself, ignoring a
coffin-maker who warns him he will die
and enraging the people of the island.
Hobain, half-awake in his desolate jail cell,
terrorized by the specter of his friend's
corruption, clings to his visionary quest.
He will try to transform himself; to heal
Moustique, his jailer, and his jail-mates;
and to be a leader for his people. Dream
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on Monkey Mountain was awarded the
1971 Obie Award for a Distinguished
Foreign Play when it was first presented in
New York, and Edith Oliver, writing in The
New Yorker, called it "a masterpiece."
Three of Derek's Walcott's most popular
short plays are also included in this
volume: Ti-Jean and His Brothers;
Malcochon, or The Six in the Rain; and The
Sea at Dauphin. In an expansive
introductory essay, "What the Twilight
Says," the playwright explains his founding
of the seminal dramatic company where
these works were first performed, the
Trinidad Theatre Workshop. First published
in 1970, Dream on Monkey Mountain and
Other Plays is an essential part of
Walcott's vast and important body of work.
The collected Poems Macmillan
A poem of circular narrative design, titled
with the Greek name for Homer, which
simultaneously charts two currents of
history: the visible history charted in
events -- the tribal losses of the American
Indian, the tragedy of African enslavement
-- and the interior, unwritten epic
fashioned from the suffering of the
individual in exile.
Morning, Paramin Heinemann

The Poetry of Derek Walcott
1948-2013Macmillan
Dream on Monkey Mountain and Other
Plays The Poetry of Derek Walcott
1948-2013
Derek Walcott's Omeros is a poem in five
books, of circular narrative design, titled
with the Greek name for Homer, which
simultaneously charts two currents of
history: the visible history charted in
events -- the tribal losses of the American
Indian, the tragedy of African enslavement
-- and the interior, unwritten epic
fashioned from the suffering of the
individual in exile.
Approaches to the Poetics of Derek
Walcott Univ. Press of Mississippi
When Derek Walcott was awarded the
Nobel Prize, he was cited for "a poetic
oeuvre of great luminosity, sustained by a
historical vision, the outcome of a
multicultural commitment." The lively
interviews in this collection reveal
Walcott's generous and brilliant
intelligence as well as his strong, forthright
opinions. He discusses the craft of poetry,
the status of contemporary poetry and
drama, his founding of the Trinidad
Theatre Workshop, and his views on a

number of influential writers, including
Eliot, Auden, Brodsky, Heaney, and
Naipaul. Boldly speaking his mind, Walcott
takes many controversial positions on a
wide range of subjects, such as Caribbean
and U.S. politics, literary instruction in
American universities, the proper role of
sound in modern poetry, and the "ego"
apparent in contemporary American
poetry, and problems of race. Whatever
the subject, Walcott responds fully and
candidly.
Gulf and Other Poems Faber & Faber
Derek Walcott has for some time been
recognized as one of the most
accomplished and resourceful poets
writing in English. The volume of his work
in The Fortunate Traveller, which contains
such poems as "Olde New England" and
"Piano Practice," cements this reputation.
The Poetry of Derek Walcott 1948-2013
Farrar, Straus and Giroux
From the Nobel laureate, a book-length
poem on two educations in painting, a
century apart "Between me and Venice
the thigh of a hound; my awe of the
ordinary, because even as I write, paused
on a step of this couplet, I have never
found its image again, a hound in
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astounding light." Tiepolo's Hound joins
the quests of two Caribbean men: Camille
Pissarro--a Sephardic Jew born in 1830
who leaves his native St. Thomas to follow
his vocation as a painter in Paris--and the
poet himself, who longs to rediscover a
detail--"a slash of pink on the inner thigh /
of a white hound"--of a Venetian painting
encountered on an early visit from St.
Lucia to New York. Both journeys take us
through a Europe of the mind's eye, in
search of a connection between the lost,
actual landscape of a childhood and the
mythical landscape of empire. Published
with twenty-five full-color reproductions of
Derek Walcott's own paintings, the poem

is at once the spiritual biography of a
great artist in self-imposed exile, a history
in verse of Impressionist painting, and a
memoir of the poet's desire to catch the
visual world in more than words.
The Poetry of Derek Walcott 1948-2013
Macmillan
Derek Walcott was aptly described by
Laurence Liberman in The Yale Review as
"one of the handful of brilliant historic
mythologists of our day." Sea Grapes
deepens with this major poet's search for
true images of the post-Adamic "new
world"--especially those of his native
Caribbean culture. Walcott's rich and vital

naming of the forms of island life is
complemented by poems set in America
and England, by inward-turning
meditations, and by invocations of other
poets--Osip Mandelstam, Walt Whitman,
Frank O'Hara, James Wright, and Pablo
Neruda. On the publication of Selected
Poems in 1963, Robert Graves wrote,
"Derek Walcott handles English with a
closer understanding of its inner magic
than most (if not any) of his English-born
contemporaries." This collection of new
poems in every way confirms Walcott's
mastery. He is also the author of The Gulf,
Dream on Monkey Mountain and Other
Plays, and Another Life.


